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Absiract

Several recent papers in the Bierature have documented a pro-cyclical effect between business cycles and mortality. In
this puper, | explore the relationship between business cycles and incidence, moriality and lethality in acute myocardial
infarction (AMI) i Sweden. The sumple consists of 21 Swedish regions during the period 1987-2003. Results from the
pancl data estimations indicate that the business cycle offect & msignificant on overall rates of incidence, mortality and
lethality. However, a counter-cyclical and significint effect is found in most specifications for those in prime working age
between 20 and 49, Henoe, provious recent resulls from the lierature cannot be taken as universal for other countries or
settmgs. It is also shown that o higher share of women, highly educated and non-foreigners decrease mnadence and
mortality.
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